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Welcome to a bumper edition of the Pier Review!  
 
We have been rushed off our feet in the museum following the decision to extend the free entry trial for 
this year's summer season. Visitor numbers  have been very high with approaching 300 people coming in 
on several days so far this year.  
 
We are benefitting from events being held on the pier and are bracing ourselves for the influx of visitors 
when the Galleon Andalusia and the Medway Queen pay their visits to the pier head at the end of August 
and September respectively.  
 
We are currently refurbishing a new machine for our ever popular games area but it runs on old 3d coins 
"thruppeny bits". Do any members have any they would be prepared to donate? We are also short of 2 
shilling/florin/old 10p coins for the What the Butler Saw machines. Anyway, enough from me, I hope you 
enjoy reading the newsletter. 

 

      ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM will be held in the museum  
at 10.30am on  Monday, 9 September 2024 

The entrance is in the far corner of the Pier Railway entrance foyer.  
Agenda 

 
 1. Minutes of Last Year’s AGM 

2. Chairman's Report.  
2. Treasurer’s Report and approval of accounts. 

3. Election of Directors and Officers. 
4. Questions, and Future plans.  
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Chairman's Annual Report 

Overall, I can report a very successful year with increased visitor numbers and the Trust being in profit, not     
something we have been used to in the past. The financial success has been achieved despite some extremely 
high gas bills. The launch of our free entry trial and extended opening up to Christmas last autumn, after years of 
paid admissions, was a risk, but one that seems to be paying off. We have extended that free entry trial for the 
2024 summer season. Visitor numbers are a multiple of what they were before and, whilst the income per visitor 
is smaller than it was, the additional numbers more than offset this. 

We were delighted to receive a grant to help us build and print an education pack to support our popular school 
visits programme. Over 500 schoolchildren visited last year - exhausting, but hopefully we are helping to light a 
spark of interest in history within them. 

We welcomed Steve Brown as a co-opted trustee following his help as a volunteer. Steve brings a new perspective 
on things and is leading on our volunteer programme. We also welcome Cllr Matt Dent as the appointed council 
director. Derek Jarvis, who previously held the position, will be staying on the board in a personal capacity. 

I'm delighted to advise that our collaboration with the Pier team is going strong. On days when the pier is          
extremely popular and queues are building up, we are happy for them to be directed into the museum - more   
visitors for us and fewer frustrated queuers for them! We have bigger plans for collaboration in mind for the   
coming year. 
 
So a healthy situation an one we are looking to build upon. 

Tim Watts, Chairman 
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PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PIER  MEMORIES  AND PICS FOR       
FUTURE  EDITIONS OF PIER REVIEW 

 

WILLIAM J CHIGNALL 
 

William J Chignall (spelt Chignell on most          
records) was the first Pier Master, and was in situ 
when the new Iron Pier was   completed in 1890. 
 
It is assumed that he was appointed after the   
Local Board purchased the Pier in 1873. 
 
He was also in charge of the foreshore, which in-
cluded control of the boats and boatmen loading 
on the Pier Wharf, the Pier Hill buildings, sea    
defences, bathing huts and stations, the Pier    
tramway and tolls on the steamboats. 
 
When told that he was expected to write out the 
Day Admission tickets and look after the         mor-
tuary as well, he complained bitterly. 
 
He was replaced in 1891 soon after the Iron Pier 
was completed. 
 
He died in 1902 and is buried in St John’s    
Churchyard near the top of Pier Hill. 
 
William Joseph Chignell lived most of his life in 
Grove Terrace in Prittlewell and had a varied   ca-
reer before being Pier Master, as a licensed vict-
ualler and innholder and then a draper. 
 

His son, also William, became a member of Leigh Urban District Council. And was influential in the 
amalgamation of Leigh into Southend. 

CALLING ALL NUMISMATISTS 
Do you have a secret hoard of florins and threepenny bits and would like to donate them to the Museum.  
They feed our slot machine display which is very popular.   
 

 
 

WHEN WE WORE T SHIRTS TO SAVE THE PIER 
 
Does anyone have a ‘Save the Pier’ T shirt they would like to donate to the Museum.  This was a huge 
campaign in the 1970s led by Peggie and Ron Dowie following the devastation of the 1976 fire.  We 
would love one of these T shirts to be part of our display. 
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WHY NOT VOLUNTEER 
As the Pier heads into the autumn months  and we intend to stay open until New Year’s Day  we are 
looking for more stewards to man the museum.  We now get school and other groups on a regular basis 
and the Museum being quite large does need to be covered by 3 people. On each shift. 
 
Working as a steward is very enjoyable, you meet a diverse range of people from the true train            
enthusiasts to those just interested in the local history and the history of the Pier .  If you have a few 
regular hours to spare please get in touch with us at                                                             
chairman@southendpiermuseum.co.uk or 01702 611214 for a chat. 
 

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR NEW  FILM 
THE TRAINS OF SOUTHEND PIER 

CHANGES TO SUBSCRIPTION ARRANGEMENTS—A REMINDER 
 
The membership period is now 1 April to 31 March.  So all membership subscriptions would become 
payable as from 1 April  every year. 
 
New members signing up during the  ‘close’ season will be offered membership that includes the next 
financial year. So, a membership that starts in December 2024 would expire on 31 March 2026.   
 
Your membership for 2024 it will now expire on 31 March 2025. 

The cost of the film is £10 + p&p.  Special price for members £9 + p&p 


